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Life in the United States During World War II
World War II was one of the most catastrophic conflicts in ancient history. It is also known as the global war that lasted from the year 1939 to 1945. The United States of America was among the vast number of countries that participated. The country threw its entire industrial, economic and all scientific resources behind the war effort. The distinction between civilian and military resources was blurred and as such, more than 100 million people from over 30 participating countries were directly affected (PBS, 2003).  The involvement of nuclear weapons brought massacres and millions of fatalities, most of whom were civilians. The state of war to the American citizens was devastating, since it affected them psychologically, emotionally and physically. The purpose of this paper is to analyze the state of lives of the civilians, from the state of total war emergence to the end in the United States of America
The Second World War is said to have cost the United States of America approximately 304 billion dollars. The country was by then in need of economic recovery since it had faced serious losses from the previous war. According to PBS (2016), Roosevelt's administration created a new deal in which the funds were to be created through an equal complex mix of taxation and borrowing. To the civilians, this new bill had a significant impact on their standards of living. This is because paying income tax was mandatory and the administration increased the number of people supposed to pay tax. Moreover, there was a need to stimulate war production. In the year 1940, a legislation bill allowed the full authorization of war equipment investments for over five years. More civilians were employed in the industries and therefore, unemployed people acquired jobs. Despite the increase in wages and employment, poverty increased tremendously and some families were forced to move in search of work (Ames Historical Society, 2016). Due to the war people existed on the border of starvation as families faced a severe shortage of housing, schools and hospitals and for the first time in American history, taxes were collected through the withholding policy and this meant that all salaries had to be taxed and paid directly to the federal government before the employees received it (PBS, 2003).
American economy continued to deteriorate over the war years. For instance, the Pearl Harbor attack, which was a surprise military attack from the Japanese navy, whereby the Japanese, intended to prevent the American fleet from interfering with its planned military action in South East Asia (PBS, 2003) affected the US economy negatively. The attack dramatically shifted the US economy to war production which meant that many industries present at that time produced rifles, missiles and any other war equipment. The consumer goods-producing companies took a back seat. In 1942 basic prices of commodities such as sugar were frozen by the Office of Price Administration and rationing on the products was introduced. War rationing books were handed out to all the families so that they can have the information about what to buy and at what quantity (Ames Historical Society, 2016). Rationing boards were also advised to adhere to the rules. In simple terms during world war 11, people in the United States of America could not have any commodity to the fullest (Ames Historical Society, 2016). Small amounts were bought so that everyone could have a fair share. Therefore, life was difficult on the American Homefront.
During the war years, the American citizens lived a life filled with fright. Although there was freedom of information during the early years of the war, in 1942 it was cut short and censorship was introduced. All media information was controlled by the state and that prevented the media information from being published or propagated (PBS, 2003). This meant that no amount of information concerning the war was to be released to the public before the state had given its authorization. War information to the public was rare since the state believed that it would fall in the hands of the enemy (PBS, 2003). Soldiers who had been recruited constituted of youths and young men fresh from high school. They wrote letters back to their families but never explained the real state of war since their commanders prohibited it. Civilians were fighting a physiological war in which they had no guarantee of their safety. Therefore, during World War II, people in America lived in anguish and fear for no one knew what would happen to their loved ones who were in the battlefields. During the war years, people always feared for their survival.
During the World War II period, The United States was determined to win the war. Fear of attack translated the need for the Americans to sacrifice in order to achieve the victory they needed. Although there was a number of opportunities opened up by the war, it brought about grief and sadness to the civilians in the United States. There was separation of families and in this situation, many families felt like they had been robbed of their loved ones and their freedom. Sitting roles changed, men were taken to be soldiers and this changed the sitting roles in the family. Women became the breadwinners and they indulged themselves in different jobs for survival (PBS, 2003). The situation added stress and it became an emotional time for families in the United States. War brought about vast changes to the Americans such as an increase in marriages and job opportunities but despite these changes, to the American civilians, it was the most depressing period, one which no one would ever want to experience again.
In conclusion, life in the United States of America during the second world war was difficult since people had to forego their freedom to have commodities to their fullest. According to Ames Historical Society (2016), essential food commodities were rationed and this made life difficult. People lived in anguish not knowing what was happening to their loved ones on the battlefield. There was a lot of uncertainty in people’s lives over the years of the war. The lack of media freedom during the war worsened life on the American Homefront.
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